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Participant Agreement ICADV's Legal 
Resource Project 

 

The purpose of this document is to provide information to you about receiving legal 

help from the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence, to clarify our responsibility 

to you and your responsibilities to us in your case. 

 
1. Safety Planning - In some situations, taking legal action can increase your 

danger in the short term. Please be sure that you develop a personalized safety 

plan with your victim advocate. Revise your safety plan as things change with the 

person who stalked, threatened or used violence against you. 

 
2. Your Right to an Interpreter - You have a right to an interpreter if you need 

one, for all of your meetings with your advocate, attorney and at court. If you 

need an interpreter, tell your attorney and your advocate. ICADV can assist in 

getting you an interpreter for meetings with your attorney and time at court 

with your attorney before hearings. The court is responsible for providing an 

interpreter for your court hearings. 

 
3. Your Right to an Advocate - You have a right to receive advocacy and 

support services throughout your case. If   for  some  reason  you  are  not  

being  helped  by  an  advocate  throughout  your case, please contact Kerry 

at ICADV by phone at 317-917-3695 ext. 109 or kbennett@icadvinc.org. 

 
4. Your Right to Understand Your Case - You have  a right  to understand what 

is  going  on  with your legal case, and  the  documents  related  to  it. Never 

sign anything   or   agree  to  anything  until  you  understand  it. If   you  don't 

understand  something, tell  your  attorney  and  advocate, and  ask  that  they 

help  by providing  more  information. 

 
5. Change in Financial Situation- If your income level changes and you become 

significantly over income for eligibility for our services, you may be asked to 

reimburse ICADV or your attorney at a rate of $75 per hour for the services you 

received. If your financial situation changes such that it would potentially will put 

you over income eligibility, please let your attorney know. You may be asked to 

sign an agreement regarding this. This allows us to stretch the limited dollars we 

have for other survivors with no assets or limited income.  

Otherwise, you should never be asked to pay your attorney.  If you are asked 

to pay your attorney, please contact Kerry at ICADV immediately. 
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6. Your Responsibilities During Your Case - 

• Be honest with your attorney. Your attorney needs to know 

everything that may be brought up in your case in order to effectively 

represent you. 

• Gather information needed for your case. If your attorney asks for records such 

as police reports, medical records, school records, etc. please gather and 

provide those as quickly as possible. 

• Return calls to your advocate and attorney promptly. 

• Follow your attorney's guidance and advice. He/she has been retained to 

represent you to get the most benefit possible from your legal action. Please 

follow any advice you receive. 

• Keep your attorney updated! Failure to do so will result in the termination 

of legal services.  

 
7. Concerns/Complaints - If you have any concerns about your case, please speak with 

your advocate. If you do not feel that you are being properly assisted through the 

project, or you are having difficulty reaching your attorney or advocate, please call 

the project director, Kerry Hyatt Bennett, at 317-917-3685 ext. 109. 

 
Please do not file any action on your own during the time you are represented by 

an attorney through the project. This will cancel the program's commitment to 

provide legal assistance to you. If you feel an action is needed in your case, talk with 

your attorney. If you do not agree with your attorney or cannot reach him or her, 

please contact the project director, Kerry Bennett at 317-917- 3685 ext. 109. 

 
8. Grant Funding - This legal program is   funded by grants. We generally will not 

accept cases we do not believe can be complete within the grant year. However, if 

your case continues beyond our grant year and we would lose grant funding it 

could be possible that our assistance might end before your case is completed. If 

there is a known risk of that, we would let you know. 

 
9. Re-opening a case - When your case is over, we close your case with our program. 

However, we know that new issues can arise with abusers. If you have a new legal 

need (for example, the other party violates orders, files something new, you think you 

need to change your orders, or you have a completely new legal concern), please 

contact the advocate who referred your case in to us. If  you are still financially 

eligible and we have funding that matches your legal need, we may be able to assist 

you in the new matter. 
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10. Dropping Your Case - If you decide not to go forward with your legal case, please let 

your advocate and attorney know. You are entitled to change your mind about what is 

best for you.  If you do withdraw from your case, and later decide that you need legal 

assistance, please contact us again.  If resources allow, we will do everything we can to 

assist you at that time. 

 

11. Limited Scope of Representation – It is important that you understand that the scope 

of the legal services provided by ICADV is limited, meaning that if your case is 

accepted, we can and will assist you on a clearly identified emergent legal issue. We 

do not have the ability to provide comprehensive legal assistance in any and all other 

matters at this time.  

 
12. Positive Results - Finally, if you are happy with the result of your participation in 

this legal assistance project, please let us know that, too. We continue to raise funds 

for these services, and testimonials from survivors about the positive impact of 

having an attorney can help us raise more support for this project. Along with this 

letter you should receive a survey where you can share feedback about the legal 

assistance you receive. You can mail those to the program director, Kerry Hyatt 

Bennett, at ICADV, 1915 W. 18th Street, Suite 200, Indianapolis IN 46202 or fax to 

317-917- 3695, or email them to kbennett@icadvinc.org.   

 

 

My signature below confirms that I have read this document, or it has been read to 

me, and that any questions I have had have been answered, and that I understand 

and agree to the things required of me during my case. 

 
   

Client Signature Date 
 
   

Advocate Witness Signature Date 
 
 

We offer our best wishes for you as you work to rebuild a safer life. For more 

resources for survivors, you can visit www.icadvinc.org and click on Information for 

Survivors. If you will be using the internet, please be careful to use a safe computer, 

such as at the library or a trusted friend's house. 
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