
 - 1 - 

Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
First Bill report 

2021 Indiana General Assembly 
 January 12, 2021 

 
Domestic Violence 
HB1200 HUMAN TRAFFICKING (MCNAMARA W) Modifies the definition of "protected person" for purposes of 
the admission of a statement or videotape of an individual who is less than 14 years of age at the time of the 
offense. Removes the requirement that money paid for a human trafficking victim or for an act performed by 
a human trafficking victim be paid to a third party. Increases the penalty if the human trafficking victim is less 
than 18 years of age. Specifies that: (1) consent by the human trafficking victim; or (2) a belief that the human 
trafficking victim was at least 18 years of age; is not a defense to a prosecution. Requires law enforcement 
agencies to report human trafficking investigations to the attorney general within 30 days after an 
investigation begins. 1/7/2021 - Referred to Committee on Courts and Criminal Code 
1/7/2021 - Coauthored by Representatives Steuerwald, Olthoff, Negele 
 SB76 HUMAN TRAFFICKING (CRIDER M) Provides that money or property paid in human trafficking may be 
paid to a human trafficking victim or a third party. Increases the penalty if the human trafficking victim is less 
than 18 years of age, and specifies that: (1) consent by the human trafficking victim; (2) a belief that the 
human trafficking victim was at least 18 years of age; or (3) the intended victim is a law enforcement officer; is 
not a defense to a prosecution. 1/5/2021 - Referred to Senate Corrections and Criminal Law 
SB339 HUMAN TRAFFICKING (DONATO S) Provides that if a petition alleges that a child is a child in need of 
services as a victim of human or sexual trafficking, the juvenile court shall make a determination on the 
petition and: (1) the child shall not be required to admit or deny the allegation; and (2) the petitioner must 
prove the allegation by a preponderance of the evidence. Requires that before or at the initial hearing, the 
court shall appoint an attorney for a child alleged to be a child in need of services as a victim of human or 
sexual trafficking.  1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Corrections and Criminal Law 
 
HB1281 UNLAWFUL SURVEILLANCE OF ANOTHER'S DWELLING (JORDAN J) Provides that, with certain 
exceptions, a person who knowingly or intentionally uses a camera or electronic surveillance equipment: (1) 
located outside of another person's private property; (2) to record images or data of the interior of the other 
person's dwelling; and (3) without the other person's consent; commits a Class C infraction. Makes a technical 
correction. 1/14/2021 - Authored By Jack Jordan 
 
HB1331 STRANGULATION (GORE M) Enhances the penalties for strangulation. 
  
HB1441 FULL FAITH AND CREDIT FOR TRIBAL COURT ORDERS (DELANEY E) Requires that, under certain 
circumstances, a court of record in Indiana shall give full faith and credit to judgments and orders of a tribal 
court affiliated with the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. 
 
SB19 REQUIRED INFORMATION ON STUDENT ID CARDS (FORD J) Requires a public school that issues a 
student identification card to a student in grade 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, or 12 to include on the student identification 
card a local, state, or national: (1) suicide prevention hotline telephone number; and (2) human trafficking 
hotline telephone number; that provides support 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Provides that the 
information may be printed on the student identification card or printed on a sticker that is affixed to the 
student identification card.  1/14/2021 - Senate Bills on Second Reading 
1/11/2021 - Committee Report do pass, adopted 
1/11/2021 - Senate Committee recommends passage Yeas: 7; Nays: 2 
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SB79 DOMESTIC BATTERY ENHANCEMENT (CRIDER M) Enhances the penalty for domestic battery when the 
offender has a prior conviction for strangulation against the same family or household member. 
1/11/2021 - added as coauthor Senator Walker K,  1/5/2021 - Referred to Senate Corrections and Criminal Law 
 
SB340 BAD FAITH DOMESTIC RELATIONS ACTIONS (DONATO S) Defines "domestic relations action" as a civil 
action between adult parties sharing a defined relationship, including a family or sexual relationship. 
Establishes a procedure to allow a court to: (1) dismiss a domestic relations action brought in bad faith; and (2) 
impose sanctions against a plaintiff who brings a domestic relations action in bad faith, including a bar on filing 
a new domestic relations action without the prior permission of the court.  
1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
  
Sexual Assault 
HB1012 HEALTH CARE CONSENT FOR PELVIC EXAMINATIONS (JACKSON C) Prohibits health practitioners and 
other specified individuals from performing pelvic examinations on an anesthetized or unconscious patient 
except in specified circumstances.   1/4/2021 - Referred to House Public Health 
  
HB1176 ELEMENTS OF RAPE (NEGELE S) Provides that a person commits rape if: (1) the person engages in 
sexual activity with another person and the other person submits to the sexual activity under the belief that 
the person committing the act is someone the victim knows, other than the person committing the act, and 
such belief is intentionally induced by any artifice, pretense, or concealment practiced by the person; or (2) 
the person engages in sexual activity with another person and the other person has expressed a lack of 
consent, through words or conduct, to sexual intercourse or other sexual conduct. 
 1/7/2021 - Referred to Committee on Courts and Criminal Code 
1/7/2021 - Coauthored by Representatives Errington and Schaibley 
  
HB1424 SEX OFFENDERS AND PARKS (SMALTZ B) Provides that the offense of unlawful entry by a serious sex 
offender includes when a serious sex offender knowingly or intentionally enters a public park or a public pool. 
 
SB7 FORENSIC NURSES (CRIDER M) Provides that the definition of "advanced practice registered nurse" 
includes a forensic nurse. Provides that a registered nurse who desires to practice as a forensic nurse shall 
present to the state board of nursing a certificate of completion of a biennial forensic nursing educational 
program.     1/7/2021 - Referred to Senate Health and Provider Services 
  
SB81 TRAINING FOR INVESTIGATORS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT CASES (CRIDER M) Requires certain training for 
sexual assault investigators. Mandates that the law enforcement training board set specialized standards for 
training and investigating sexual assault cases involving adult victims. 
1/14/2021 - Senate Bills on Second Reading 
1/12/2021 - Committee Report do pass, adopted 
1/12/2021 - Senate Committee recommends passage Yeas: 8; Nays: 0 
  
SB133 SENTENCING (FREEMAN A) Enhances the penalty for child exploitation and child pornography if the 
person has a previous conviction. Provides that a court may suspend only that part of a sentence that is in 
excess of the minimum sentence for a person convicted of a Level 2 or Level 3 felony who has a prior 
unrelated felony conviction, other than a conviction for a felony involving marijuana, hashish, hash oil, or 
salvia divinorum. (Current law provides that a court may suspend any part of a sentence for certain Level 2 
and Level 3 felony convictions, including drug related convictions.) Provides that a court may suspend only 
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that part of a sentence that is in excess of the minimum sentence for a person convicted of a felony for child 
exploitation or child pornography who has a prior conviction for child exploitation or child pornography. 
1/5/2021 - Referred to Senate Corrections and Criminal Law 
 
SB135 CIVIL STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS (FREEMAN A) Removes the statute of limitations for civil causes of 
action concerning child sexual abuse, and provides that a person who alleges an injury resulting from child 
sexual abuse may file an action in an otherwise time barred case. Specifies that a patient of a health facility 
who is injured while on the premises of the health facility may bring an action not later than two years from 
the date the injury: (1) occurs; or (2) is discovered or reasonably should have been discovered. Makes 
conforming amendments.  1/5/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
 
SB240 FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (BROWN L) Requires the office of women's health to perform certain 
actions relating to female genital mutilation. Provides that a child is a child in need of services if before the 
child becomes 18 years of age the child is a victim of female genital mutilation. Provides that a person who: (1) 
knowingly or intentionally performs the act of female genital mutilation on a child who is less than 18 years of 
age; (2) is a parent, guardian, or custodian of a child and consents to, permits, or facilitates the act of female 
genital mutilation to be performed on the child; or (3) knowingly transports or facilitates the transportation of 
a child for the purpose of having the act of female genital mutilation performed on the child; commits the 
offense of female genital mutilation, a Level 3 felony. Provides a defense to prosecution of female genital 
mutilation. Provides certain circumstances where a defense to prosecution of female genital mutilation does 
not apply. Defines "female genital mutilation". Provides that the license of a physician or a licensed health 
care professional shall be permanently revoked if the physician or licensed health care professional commits 
the offense of female genital mutilation. Provides that a person who has reason to believe that a child may be 
a victim of female genital mutilation has a duty to report the child abuse or neglect. Provides that an action for 
civil female genital mutilation must be commenced not later than 10 years after the eighteenth birthday of the 
child. Provides that a victim may seek certain remedies in an action against the defendant for civil female 
genital mutilation.   1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Health and Provider Services 
 
Anti Poverty 
SB233 TANF ELIGIBILITY (FORD J) Sets the income eligibility requirements for the Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) program at phased-in specified percentages of the federal income poverty level. 
Requires the division of family resources to amend the state TANF plan or take any other action necessary to 
implement the income requirements. Increases certain payment amounts under the TANF program. Requires 
the payments to be annually adjusted using the Social Security cost of living adjustment rate, but provides that 
the total adjustment in a year must be reduced to the extent the adjustment would result in the transfer to 
the Child Care and Development Fund grant program being less than the maximum allowable transfer under 
federal law. Authorizes emergency rulemaking concerning the payments. Repeals language requiring the 
division of family resources to apply a percentage reduction to the total needs of TANF applicants and 
recipients in computing TANF benefits.  1/7/2021 - Referred to Senate Family and Children Service 
  
HB1017 PILOT PROGRAM TO FUND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (BARTLETT J) Establishes the parent 
education assistance pilot program (pilot program). Provides that the office of the secretary of family and 
social services shall administer the pilot program. Specifies the requirements an individual must satisfy to be 
eligible to participate in the pilot program. Provides requirements for maintaining participation in the pilot 
program. Specifies the amount of an eligible individual's grant under the pilot program. Establishes the parent 
education assistance pilot program fund (fund) for the purpose of funding the pilot program. Provides that the 
office of the secretary administers the fund. 1/4/2021 - Referred to House Family, Children and Human Affairs 
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HB1020 PERSONAL EXEMPTIONS (JACKSON C, Porter) Increases the personal exemption to $1,500 in the 
definition of adjusted gross income for a taxpayer, or, in the case of a joint return, for each spouse. Increases 
the exemption for dependents to $1,500. Increases the exemption to $1,500 for the spouse of the taxpayer if 
a separate return is made by the taxpayer and the spouse and if the spouse had no gross income for the 
calendar year. 1/4/2021 - Referred to House Ways and Means 
  
HB1119 FOOD PURCHASES FROM AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS (DAVISSON S) Provides that a public school or 
school corporation may purchase up to $7,500 of the food per fiscal year from a youth agricultural education 
program, subject to certain restrictions. Provides that the public school or school corporation is not prohibited 
from purchasing food from a youth agricultural education program under any other procurement 
requirements.  1/7/2021 - Referred to House Agriculture and Rural Development 
 
HB1146 HEALTHY FOOD INCUBATOR PROGRAM (SHACKLEFORD R) Establishes the healthy food incubator 
program fund (fund) and healthy food incubator program (program) under the administration of the Indiana 
housing and community development authority (IHCDA). Provides that the purpose of the fund is to provide 
financing in the form of loans or grants for projects that increase the availability of fresh and nutritious food in 
underserved communities. Defines an "underserved community" as a census tract determined to be an area 
with low supermarket access: (1) by the United States Department of Agriculture; or (2) as identified through a 
methodology used by another healthy food initiative. Provides that the IHCDA may contract with one or more 
nonprofit organizations or community development financial institutions to administer the program through a 
public-private partnership. Provides that an applicant for a grant or a loan must demonstrate the capacity to 
successfully implement the project and the ability to repay the loan. Provides that an applicant for a grant or a 
loan must agree to satisfy certain conditions. Requires the IHCDA to monitor projects receiving financing and 
submit a report annually to the legislative council that includes the number and types of jobs created, and the 
health initiatives associated with the program. Continuously appropriates money in the fund. Makes an 
appropriation to the fund. 1/7/2021 - Referred to House Family, Children and Human Affairs 
 
HB1262 TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS (ENGLEMAN K) Abolishes the office of township assessor, effective January 1, 
2023. Transfers the duties of the township assessor to the county assessor of the county in which the 
township is located. Provides that if the office of township assessor becomes vacant before January 1, 2023, 
the office is abolished and the duties of the township assessor are transferred to the county assessor.     
  
HB1264 VETERANS' AFFAIRS (BARTELS S) Provides that funds from the military family relief fund (fund) may 
be used to provide short term financial assistance, including emergency one time grants, to the families of 
eligible members of the armed forces. Removes financial hardship as a prerequisite for fund eligibility. 
Specifies disqualifying behavior for fund eligibility. Removes a provision requiring service during wartime or a 
national conflict as a prerequisite for fund eligibility. Removes a provision that prohibits service members with 
less than 12 months of service from receiving grants from the fund. Removes a provision prohibiting the 
Indiana veterans' affairs commission from acting on an incomplete application. Provides that the department 
of veterans' affairs (department) may use not more than 15% of the monthly revenue generated by the fund 
for the purpose of paying administrative costs associated with the operation of the fund. Allows the 
department to deny certain applications if the required documentation is not received within 30 days of an 
application's first submission. Increases certain deadlines from 15 days to 45 days. Requires the Indiana 
veterans' affairs commission to issue a final order concerning the denial of certain tuition and fee exemption 
benefits in certain instances. Defines certain terms. Makes a technical correction. 
 
HB1276 ELIMINATION OF TEXTBOOK FEES (HATFIELD R) Requires each public school to provide curricular 
materials at no cost to each student enrolled in the public school. Establishes the curricular materials fund 



 - 5 - 

(fund) to provide state advancements for costs incurred by public schools in providing curricular materials to 
students at no cost. Provides that the department of education (department) shall administer the fund. 
Provides that for state fiscal years beginning after June 30, 2021, money in the fund is continually 
appropriated. Requests an appropriation in the state budget for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and 
ending June 30, 2023, to fund curricular materials. Repeals a requirement that a school corporation must offer 
curricular materials at a reasonable rate to a family that moves during the school term. Repeals a requirement 
that a township trustee must use specified accounting methods for a curricular materials rental fund. Makes 
corresponding changes. 
  
HB1329 SOCIAL IMPACT BONDS (JOHNSON B) Urges the legislative council to assign to an appropriate interim 
study committee the topic of studying the viability of using social impact bonds to advance goals related to: (1) 
homelessness; (2) crime prevention; and (3) mental health.  
  
HB1404 WATER SERVICE DISCONNECTIONS (PACK R) Provides that a water or sewer utility: (1) may not 
discontinue water service or sewage disposal service at the residence of a customer at which an 
unemancipated minor less than 18 years of age resides; and (2) must provide the customer an opportunity to 
enter into a reasonable amortization agreement to pay any delinquent balance on the customer's account. 
 
SB170 FOOD DESERT GRANT PROGRAM (FORD J) Establishes the food desert grant program within the state 
department of health (ISDH) to assist new and existing retail businesses in offering fresh and unprocessed 
foods within a "food desert" (an underserved geographic area where, as determined by the ISDH, affordable 
fresh and healthy foods are difficult to obtain). Provides that a grant awarded under the program may be used 
to establish a new retail grocery store or to renovate, expand, or upgrade an existing retail business that will 
increase the availability and quality of fresh produce and other healthy foods. Requires the ISDH to consider 
certain criteria when determining whether to award a grant and requires the recipient of a grant to abide by 
certain terms and conditions. Establishes the food desert fund for purposes of awarding grants under the 
program. Requires the ISDH to report on the program annually to the general assembly. 
1/5/2021 - Referred to Senate Health and Provider Services 
 
SB315 STATE EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT (YODER S) Increases the amount of the state earned income tax 
credit. Requires: (1) the department of state revenue to compile a notice with information concerning the 
federal and state earned income tax credits; and (2) the office of the secretary of family and social services to 
provide annually the written notice concerning the federal and state earned income tax credits to certain 
individuals who receive assistance.  1/12/2021 - Referred to Senate Tax and Fiscal Policy 
 
SB341 CIVIL FORFEITURE (BREAUX J) Directs certain civil forfeiture proceeds to the United Way organization 
in each county (or to a United Way organization that serves the county if the county lacks a United Way 
organization) to be used to provide grants to aid the community. Prohibits the use of certain other civil 
forfeiture proceeds to purchase or facilitate the acquisition of armored vehicles, military-style weapons, or 
surplus military equipment. Repeals a provision authorizing the transfer of seized property to the United 
States.  1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Appropriations 
 
SB355 CHILD AND DEPENDENT CARE TAX CREDIT (YODER S) Provides a refundable child and dependent care 
tax credit to taxpayers whose adjusted gross income for the taxable year is not more than 250% of the federal 
poverty level. Provides that the credit is equal to the lesser of: (1) an amount ranging from $200 to $1,000, 
depending on the extent to which the taxpayer's adjusted gross income exceeds the federal poverty level; or 
(2) 20% of the taxpayer's employment related expenses. 1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Tax and Fiscal Policy 
 



 - 6 - 

Pregnancy/Infant Mortality 
HB1358 PREGNANCY AND CHILDBIRTH ACCOMMODATION (NEGELE S) Requires an employer to provide 
reasonable employment accommodations for a pregnant employee. Requires the department of labor to 
investigate complaints and attempt to resolve complaints through the use of an administrative law judge. 
Allows for appeals. (Governor’s bill) 
HB1245 PREGNANCY AND CHILDBIRTH DISCRIMINATION (BAUER M) Prohibits an employer from 
discriminating against a pregnant job applicant or employee. Requires an employer to provide reasonable 
employment accommodations for a pregnant employee. Requires the civil rights commission to investigate 
complaints and attempt to resolve complaints. 
HB1309 PREGNANCY ACCOMMODATION (ENGLEMAN K) Allows an employee to request an accommodation 
for the employee's pregnancy. Requires an employer to respond to an employee's request for an 
accommodation within a reasonable time frame. Provides that a request for accommodation does not require 
an employer to provide an accommodation for an employee's pregnancy, or impose a duty or obligation upon 
the employer to provide an accommodation or an exception to the employer's policies. Prohibits an employer 
from disciplining, terminating, or retaliating against an employee because the employee has requested or 
used an accommodation for the employee's pregnancy. 
 
HB1155 POSTPARTUM MEDICAID COVERAGE (SUMMERS V) Provides Medicaid coverage for an eligible 
pregnant woman for the duration of the pregnancy and for the one year postpartum period that begins on the 
last day of the pregnancy (current law is 60 days coverage), without regard to any change in income of the 
family of which she is a member during that time.  1/7/2021 - Referred to House Public Health 
 
HB1350 COVERAGE FOR DOULA SERVICES (BAUER M) Requires a state employee health plan, a policy of 
accident and sickness insurance, and a health maintenance organization contract to provide coverage for 
services provided by a doula to an insured before, during, and after childbirth. Requires a hospital to allow a 
doula to accompany a patient at the hospital, including attending a live birth, at the request of the patient. 
 
HB1362 NEWBORN SCREENING FOR CYTOMEGALOVIRUS (BARRETT B) Requires infants to be screened for 
cytomegalovirus. Specifies: (1) dates and symptoms for recommended cytomegalovirus screening; and (2) a 
date for universal screening of cytomegalovirus in infants.  
  
HB1366 COMPREHENSIVE SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION (ERRINGTON S) Prohibits the state board of education 
from distributing human immunodeficiency virus literature to students without the consent of the governing 
body of the school corporation the students attend. Requires instruction in state accredited schools on human 
sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases to be based on information that is medically and scientifically 
accurate and age appropriate. Lists the criteria that instruction on human sexuality and sexually transmitted 
diseases must meet. 
  
HB1379 PHARMACIST CONTRACEPTIVE PRESCRIPTIONS (ZIEMKE C) Allows pharmacists to prescribe and 
dispense self-administered oral hormonal contraceptives and hormonal contraceptive patches 
(contraceptives). Establishes requirements for pharmacists who want to prescribe and dispense 
contraceptives. Requires the Indiana board of pharmacy to adopt rules. Requires health plans to provide 
coverage for contraceptives and certain services. Establishes an exception for nonprofit religious employers. 
  
HB1430 PROTECTIONS FOR PREGNANT INMATES (BAUER M) Provides that the department of correction, a 
county jail, a juvenile detention center, or a juvenile detention facility shall: (1) use the least restrictive 
restraints necessary on a pregnant inmate when the pregnant inmate is in the second or third trimester of 
pregnancy; or (2) no restraints on a pregnant inmate who is in labor, delivering a baby, recuperating from a 
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delivery, or dealing with a medical emergency related to the pregnancy, with certain exceptions. Provides that 
the department of correction, a county jail, a juvenile detention center, or a juvenile detention facility shall 
provide specific care, treatment, and education for pregnant inmates and inmates who have recently given 
birth. Repeals the current statute concerning prenatal and postnatal care and treatment and incorporates it 
into a new chapter concerning medical care and treatment for pregnant inmates. Establishes the women's 
prison oversight advisory committee. Defines "pregnant inmate" and "restraints".  
  
HB1439 COERCED ABORTIONS, PROTECTION OF A FETUS, AND WRONGFUL DEATH OR INJURY OF A CHILD 
(KING J) Requires that a woman seeking an abortion must be informed that a coerced abortion is illegal. 
Provides that certain medical personnel must inquire with a woman seeking an abortion whether the abortion 
is coerced. Requires certain medical personnel who believe that an abortion is coerced to offer the pregnant 
woman information on certain services, the use of a telephone, and an alternative exit from the health care 
facility. Makes it a Level 6 felony if a person knowingly or intentionally coerces a woman into having an 
abortion. Makes it a Level 6 felony if a father or putative father of an unborn child knowingly or intentionally 
coerces a pregnant woman into having an abortion. Mandates reports of a coerced abortion to law 
enforcement. Makes it a Class C infraction if a reproductive health facility knowingly employs a mandatory 
reporter who violates the mandatory reporting statute. Creates a cause of action for a wrongful death of an 
aborted child. Provides that a cause of action for the wrongful death or injury of a child includes a fetus in any 
stage of development. (Current law defines "child" as a fetus that has attained viability.) Provides that a 
person, or a person who is pregnant, is justified in using reasonable force to protect a fetus.  
  
HB1443 INFANT FABRY DISEASE SCREENING (ROWRAY E) Requires every infant to be screened for Fabry 
disease at the earliest feasible time. 
 
SB10 STATEWIDE MATERNAL MORTALITY REVIEW COMMITTEE (LEISING J) Amends the definition of 
"maternal mortality" to include deaths of pregnant women from any cause. Specifies that a health care 
provider includes a mental health professional for purposes of the review of records by the statewide 
maternal mortality review committee. 
 1/13/2021 - Senate Health and Provider Services, (Bill Scheduled for Hearing); Time & Location: 9:00 AM, 
Senate Chamber 
 
SB298 DOULA SERVICES (BREAUX J) Requires a state employee health plan, a policy of accident and sickness 
insurance, and a health maintenance organization contract to provide coverage for services provided by a 
doula to a covered individual before, during, and after childbirth. Requires Medicaid reimbursement for doula 
services (current law allows for reimbursement). Requires the office of the secretary of family and social 
services to establish a separate category within Medicaid for providers of doula services for reimbursement 
purposes. Requires the office of the secretary to establish and maintain a doula registry. 
 1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Insurance and Financial Institutions 
  
Paid Leave 
HB1136 PAID FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE PROGRAM (CAMPBELL C) Requires the department of workforce 
development to establish a paid family and medical leave program to provide payments for employees who 
take family and medical leave. Establishes the family and medical leave fund to be funded with appropriations 
from the general assembly and payroll contributions. Specifies requirements for administration of the paid 
family and medical leave program. Provides for the department of workforce development to approve an 
employer's use of a private plan to meet the paid family and medical leave program obligations. 
1/7/2021 - Referred to House Employment, Labor and Pensions 
1/7/2021 - Coauthored by Representative Davisson 
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SB313 PAID FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE PROGRAM (YODER S) Requires the department of workforce 
development to establish a paid family and medical leave program to provide payments for employees who 
take family and medical leave. Establishes the family and medical leave fund to be funded with appropriations 
from the general assembly and payroll contributions. Specifies requirements for administration of the paid 
family and medical leave program. Provides for the department of workforce development to approve an 
employer's use of a private plan to meet the paid family and medical leave program obligations. 
 1/12/2021 - Referred to Senate Pensions and Labor 
Housing 
HB1219 VARIOUS HOUSING MATTERS (CLERE E, Shackleford, Negele) Defines "principal dwelling land 
contract" (contract) as a land contract for the sale of real property: (1) designed for the occupancy of one to 
two families; and (2) that is or will be occupied by the buyer as the buyer's principal dwelling. Provides that 
the seller under a contract must provide the buyer with certain disclosures at least 10 days before the contract 
is executed. Sets forth disclosures that must be included in a contract. Provides a three day cancellation period 
for the buyer. Specifies certain recording provisions for principal dwelling land contracts. Permits a person to 
expunge records in connection with certain eviction actions in which the person was a defendant. Requires a 
landlord who denies an applicant's application for the rental of a dwelling unit based on information in a 
tenant screening report to provide the applicant with a copy of the tenant screening report. Adds a housing 
court as a problem solving court that may be established by a city court or a county court. Provides that a 
violation of disclosure provisions related to land contracts and a failure to investigate an alleged error in a 
tenant screening report constitute deceptive acts under the deceptive consumer sales act.  
 
SB258 RENTAL ASSISTANCE (NIEZGODSKI D) Allows a landlord to apply for assistance from the COVID-19 
rental assistance program (program) operated by the Indiana housing and community development authority 
(authority) on behalf of a tenant who: (1) is at least 30 days overdue on monthly rent; and (2) has not applied 
to the program. Provides that an amount paid by the program to a landlord is considered to be paid by the 
tenant. Prohibits a landlord that receives assistance from requiring a tenant to pay the difference between the 
maximum monthly benefit under the program and the monthly rent under the rental agreement. Requires the 
authority to provide a tenant with notice of assistance received by a landlord on the tenant's behalf. 
1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Public Policy 
SB282 RENT, UTILITIES, AND MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE (QADDOURA F) Establishes the rental assistance, 
utilities assistance, and mortgage assistance fund (fund) for the purpose of providing grants that may be used 
by an individual to make payments for: (1) rent; (2) electricity, water, sewage, or gas service; or (3) a mortgage 
on the individual's residence; on which the individual is more than 30 days overdue. Specifies sources for the 
fund. Provides that the fund is administered by the Indiana housing and community development authority 
(authority) and requires the authority to make information available to the public regarding the availability of 
grants from the fund. Appropriates $100,000,000 to the fund from federal relief funding provided by the 
federal government in response to the COVID-19 health emergency. 
 1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Appropriations 
 
SB350 SMALL CLAIMS APPOINTED COUNSEL (FORD J) Establishes the Marion County small claims appointed 
counsel pilot program (program). Provides legal counsel to indigent tenants during possessory actions in 
Marion County small claims courts. Provides that Marion County small claims courts shall contract with 
attorneys and legal aid services to accommodate indigency based requests for legal representation. Requires 
the justice reinvestment advisory council to submit an annual report concerning the program to the general 
assembly.  1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
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SB270 RESIDENTIAL LANDLORD-TENANT MATTERS (MELTON E) Makes the following changes to the 
residential landlord-tenant statute: (1) Increases from 10 days to 14 days the time in which a tenant has to 
cure a failure to pay past due rent before the landlord may terminate the lease. (2) Provides that a landlord 
may not initiate an eviction proceeding or otherwise terminate a tenant's lease for certain alleged violations 
by the tenant unless the landlord provides the tenant with at least 14 days notice and the opportunity to cure 
the alleged violation. (3) Specifies that a landlord that seeks to terminate for any reason a lease for: (A) a 
tenancy at will; or (B) a tenancy of not more than three months that extends from one period to the next; 
must serve advance written notice on the tenant within the statutory time frames for the determination of 
such tenancies. (4) In the case of a one-year rental agreement for an unfurnished rental unit, prohibits a 
landlord from requiring a tenant to pay as a security deposit an amount that exceeds one monthly installment 
of rent. (5) Requires a landlord to give a tenant at least 60 days written notice before: (A) modifying the rental 
agreement in any way; or (B) increasing the rent. (Current law requires a landlord to give at least 30 days 
written notice before modifying the rental agreement.) (6) Requires a landlord to give a tenant at least 48 
hours advance notice of the landlord's intent to enter the tenant's dwelling unit. (Current law requires a 
landlord to give reasonable notice of the landlord's intent to enter a dwelling unit.) (7) Provides that, before a 
landlord may bring a court action to enforce a statutory obligation of a tenant, the landlord must: (A) serve 
written notice on the tenant of the tenant's noncompliance with the obligation; and (B) give the tenant at 
least 14 days from the date the notice is served to remedy the noncompliance. (Current law does not require 
the notice to be written and provides that the tenant must be given a reasonable amount of time to remedy 
the noncompliance.) (8) Defines: (A) "essential services" as certain utility services needed for the safe and 
habitable occupation by a tenant of the tenant's rental unit; and (B) "essential systems" as certain systems 
used to deliver essential services to a rental unit. Requires a landlord to repair or replace an essential system 
not later than 24 hours after being notified by a tenant that the tenant's rental unit is without essential 
services as a result of: (A) a malfunction in the essential system; or (B) the landlord's failure to maintain the 
system in good and safe working condition. (9) Provides that a tenant may enforce a statutory obligation of a 
landlord by: (A) providing 30 days notice to the landlord of the landlord's noncompliance with the obligation; 
and (B) if the landlord fails to make the repairs necessary to remedy the noncompliance, withholding from the 
next regular rental payment the estimated cost of the repairs and using the amount withheld to make the 
repairs. (10) Provides that, during the pendency of a court action brought by a tenant to enforce a statutory 
obligation of a landlord, the court may order the tenant to make the regular rental payments otherwise due to 
the landlord under the rental agreement to: (A) the clerk of the court; or (B) an attorney trust account; to be 
held in trust for disbursal to the prevailing party, as ordered by the court. (11) Prohibits a court or the 
operator of a case management system from disclosing information relating to an eviction action: (A) if the 
case is dismissed, or if the tenant prevails in the action or upon appeal; or (B) upon order of the court after a 
petition to prohibit disclosure is made by the tenant: (i) not earlier than five years after a judgment of eviction 
against the tenant becomes final; or (ii) at least one year after the case was filed if the case remains pending 
with no judgment. (12) Provides that a landlord that knowingly: (A) advertises for rent in Indiana; or (B) enters, 
or offers to enter into, a rental agreement for the lease of; a rental unit for which an enforcement authority 
has issued an order under the unsafe building law commits fraudulent leasing, a Class A misdemeanor. 
1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
 
HB1036 HOUSING TAX CREDITS (NEGELE S) Provides an affordable and workforce housing state tax credit 
against state tax liability to a taxpayer for each taxable year in the state tax credit period of a qualified project 
in an aggregate amount that does not exceed the product of a percentage between 40% and 100% and the 
amount of the taxpayer's aggregate federal tax credit for the qualified project. Provides that an eligible 
applicant must apply to the Indiana housing and community development authority for an award of an 
affordable and workforce housing state tax credit. Provides that a holder of an affordable and workforce 
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housing state tax credit may transfer, sell, or assign all or part of the holder's right to claim the state tax credit 
for a taxable year. 1/4/2021 - Referred to House Ways and Means 
SB214 HOUSING TAX CREDITS (HOLDMAN T) Provides an affordable and workforce housing state tax credit 
against state tax liability to a taxpayer for each taxable year in the state tax credit period of a qualified project 
in an aggregate amount that does not exceed the product of a percentage between 40% and 100% and the 
amount of the taxpayer's aggregate federal tax credit for the qualified project. Provides that an eligible 
applicant must apply to the Indiana housing and community development authority for an award of an 
affordable and workforce housing state tax credit. Provides that a holder of an affordable and workforce 
housing state tax credit may transfer, sell, or assign all or part of the holder's right to claim the state tax credit 
for a taxable year. 1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Tax and Fiscal Policy 
 
HB1378 EMERGENCY EVICTIONS (LAUER R) Specifies that a landlord includes a property owner. Authorizes a 
landlord to seek an emergency possessory order if an occupant has no contractual relationship with the 
property owner or other interest in the property. 1/14/2021 - Authored By Ryan Lauer 
 
SB218 TOWNSHIP HOMELESS ASSISTANCE (SANDLIN J) Beginning July 1, 2022: (1) requires (rather than 
allows) a township trustee to place a homeless individual temporarily in a county home or provide temporary 
township assistance; and (2) requires the township trustees within a county to collaborate and prepare a list 
of public and private resources available to the homeless population that is distributed and published on the 
county's Internet web site not later than March 1 of each year  
1/7/2021 - Referred to Senate Local Government 
 
HB1031 RESIDENTIAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (MOED J, Pressel) Defines "residential housing" as 
housing or workforce housing that consists of single family dwelling units sufficient to secure quality housing 
in reasonable proximity to employment. Revises the requirements an allocation area must meet for the 
redevelopment commission to establish a program for housing. Allows the redevelopment commission of a 
consolidated city (commission) to establish a program for residential housing development and a tax 
increment funding allocation area for the program if the average of new, residential houses constructed in the 
consolidated city in each of the preceding three years is less than 1% of the total number of residential houses 
located in the consolidated city. Requires the department of local government finance, in cooperation with 
the appropriate agency of the consolidated city, to determine eligibility for the residential housing 
development program. Specifies the findings the commission must make before adopting the residential 
housing development program. Provides that all of the rights, powers, privileges, and immunities that may be 
exercised by the commission in blighted, deteriorated, or deteriorating areas may be exercised by the 
commission in implementing a residential housing development program, including levying a special tax, 
issuing bonds, or entering into leases and allocating incremental property tax revenue. 
1/4/2021 - Referred to House Ways and Means 
  
HB1063 RENTER'S TAX DEDUCTION FOR DISABLED VETERANS (AYLESWORTH M) Allows a disabled veteran 
who rents a dwelling for use as the disabled veteran's principal place of residence to claim an additional 
renter's deduction from the disabled veteran's adjusted gross income. Provides that the additional deduction 
may not exceed $3,000. 1/4/2021 - Referred to House Ways and Means 
 
HB1089 STUDENT HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS (HARRIS JR. E) Establishes the student hunger and 
homelessness study committee (committee) for the purposes of: (1) studying the prevalence of homelessness, 
housing insecurity, and food insecurity among students at Indiana colleges and universities during the 2021 
academic year; and (2) providing suggestions for eliminating these issues. Provides that the committee must 
determine, as accurately as practicable, the number of Indiana college and university students who are 
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homeless, housing insecure, or food insecure. Provides that the committee consists of: (1) an employee of the 
family and social services administration; (2) an employee of the department of child services; (3) an employee 
of the department of education; (4) an employee of the commission for higher education; (5) an employee of 
the Indiana housing and community development authority; (6) a member of the commission on improving 
the status of children in Indiana; and (7) an employee of each state educational institution. Provides that the 
committee may solicit assistance from private groups, colleges, and universities in performing the study. 
Requires the committee to report the results of the study to the governor and the legislative council not later 
than July 31, 2022. 1/4/2021 - Referred to House Rules and Legislative Procedures 
 
HB1094 RENTAL AGREEMENTS (MOED J) Specifies that "rental agreement", for purposes of residential 
landlord tenant law, includes certain rental agreements with an explicit or implicit right to purchase. 
 1/7/2021 - Referred to House Judiciary 
  
HB1095 TRESPASSING (MOED J) Provides that a person commits the offense of criminal trespass if: (1) the 
person, who does not have a contractual interest in the property, knowingly or intentionally enters or refuses 
to leave the property of another person after having been prohibited from entering or asked to leave the 
property by a law enforcement officer when the property is designated by a municipality or county 
enforcement authority to be an unsafe building or premises; or (2) the person knowingly or intentionally 
enters the property of another person after being denied entry by a court order that has been issued to the 
person or issued to the general public by conspicuous posting on or around the premises in areas where a 
person can observe the order when the property has been designated by a municipality or county 
enforcement authority to be an unsafe building or premises; unless the person has the written permission of 
the owner, the owner's agent, an enforcement authority, or a court to come onto the property for purposes of 
performing maintenance, repair, or demolition. 1/7/2021 - Referred to Committee on Courts and Criminal  
 
HB1096 DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS (MOED J) Allows a court to order the demolition of all or part of 
a property as a remedy in a civil action regarding an unsafe premises. 1/7/2021 - Referred to House Judiciary 
 
HB1114 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING DESIGN ELEMENTS (MILLER D) Prohibits a municipality from regulating design 
elements of residential structures. Specifies certain exclusions from this prohibition. Provides that any rule, 
ordinance, or other regulation that conflicts with the prohibition is void. Provides that a person aggrieved by a 
violation of the bill's provisions may file, in a court having jurisdiction, a petition to obtain an injunction 
against the violation   1/7/2021 - Referred to House Government and Regulatory Reform 
 
HB1143 REQUESTS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AT RENTAL PROPERTIES (MOED J) Repeals a provision in the law 
governing landlord-tenant relations that does the following: (1) Prohibits a political subdivision from imposing 
certain penalties against a tenant, an owner, or a landlord for a contact made to request law enforcement or 
other emergency assistance for one or more rental units if: (1) the contact is made by or on behalf of: (A) a 
victim or potential victim of abuse; (B) a victim or potential victim of a crime; or (C) an individual in an 
emergency; and (2) certain conditions apply. (2) Provides that if: (A) a political subdivision imposes penalties 
for other types of contacts made to request law enforcement or other emergency assistance for rental units; 
and (B) a request for law enforcement or emergency assistance is made by a tenant; the penalty imposed 
must be assessed against the tenant and may not exceed $250. 
1/7/2021 - Referred to House Local Government 
 
 HB1149 RECORDING REQUIREMENTS (PRESCOTT J, Manning) Amends the acknowledgment and proof 
requirements for a conveyance, mortgage, or instrument of writing to be recorded. Provides that actions 
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taken after June 30, 2020, regarding acknowledgment and proof for conveyances, mortgages, and instruments 
of writing to be recorded are legalized and validated to the extent provided for in this act. 
  
HB1173 TAX EXEMPTION FOR LANDLORD OF A NONPROFIT RENTER (KLINKER S) Provides that to qualify for a 
tax exemption, an owner of a building may establish a charitable purpose by leasing all or part of the building 
at a rate substantially below market cost to a person using the building for an educational, literary, scientific, 
religious, or charitable purpose. 
 
HB1332 UNLAWFUL SALE OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS (GORE M) Provides that a person who knowingly or 
intentionally sells real property that has an order: (1) requiring action relative to an unsafe premises; (2) that 
has not been modified or rescinded by the enforcement authority; and (3) that has not been disclosed to the 
buyer before the buyer's purchase of the real property; commits unlawful sale of unsafe buildings, a Class C 
misdemeanor. However, the offense is a Level 6 felony if the person has a prior unrelated conviction for the 
offense. Provides that the hearing authority may impose a civil penalty on a person in an amount not to 
exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) for committing the offense of unlawful sale of unsafe buildings.     
  
HB1404  WATER SERVICE DISCONNECTIONS (PACK R) Provides that a water or sewer utility: (1) may not 
discontinue water service or sewage disposal service at the residence of a customer at which an 
unemancipated minor less than 18 years of age resides; and (2) must provide the customer an opportunity to 
enter into a reasonable amortization agreement to pay any delinquent balance on the customer's account.     
  
HB1415 BED BUG CONTROL (PORTER G) Requires a tenant to inform the landlord if the tenant reasonably 
suspects the presence of bed bugs. Requires the landlord to have the dwelling inspected by a qualified 
inspector. Requires the landlord to inform the tenant if the inspection report indicates the presence of bed 
bugs. Requires the landlord to have a pest control applicator treat a dwelling that contains bed bugs. 
Establishes responsibilities for the tenant and landlord concerning notice, access, and costs. Allows the state 
chemist to adopt rules concerning bed bug inspections and the application of pesticides for bed bugs in 
dwelling units. 
  
SB8 TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT IN RESIDENTIAL COMPLEXES (BUCHANAN B) Reenacts and extends the ability of 
a unit to enforce moving traffic ordinances on the property of a residential complex under certain 
circumstances. (This provision expired December 31, 2020.) Extends the requirement that the office of judicial 
administration submit reports to the legislative council relating to the enforcement of moving traffic 
ordinances on the property of residential complexes. 
1/13/2021 - Senate Judiciary, (Bill Scheduled for Hearing); Time & Location: 1:45 PM, Rm. 130 
 
SB18 DISABLED VETERAN RENTER'S DEDUCTION (GLICK S) Provides an income tax deduction, in addition to 
the current renter's deduction, to a disabled veteran who rents a dwelling as a principal place of residence. 
Provides that the additional deduction is equal to the amount the individual is entitled to deduct under the 
current renter's deduction multiplied by the individual's service connected disability rating. 
1/12/2021 - Committee Report do pass adopted; reassigned to Committee on Tax and Fiscal Policy 
1/12/2021 - Senate Committee recommends passage Yeas: 7; Nays: 0 
 
SB127 USE OF PROPERTY AS A SHORT TERM RENTAL (BOHACEK M) Provides that if a taxpayer rents the 
taxpayer's residential real property to a third party or third parties for more than 29 nights per year: (1) the 
taxpayer's personal property such as furnishings and equipment used in the taxpayer's residential real 
property is business personal property; (2) the taxpayer's residential real property does not qualify as a 
homestead; (3) the taxpayer is not entitled to the standard or supplemental homestead deductions; and (4) 
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the taxpayer's residential real property is subject to the nonresidential real property circuit breaker tax credit 
rather than the homestead circuit breaker tax credit. 1/5/2021 - Referred to Senate Tax and Fiscal Policy 
 
SB247 DECEPTIVE CONSUMER SALES ACT (ALTING R) Makes the following changes to the deceptive consumer 
sales act (act): (1) With respect to an action brought by an individual consumer under the act, increases: (A) 
the amount of statutory damages for an uncured or incurable deceptive act from $500 to $2,000; and (B) the 
amount of statutory damages for a willful deceptive act from $1,000 to $6,000. (2) In an individual action or a 
class action under the act, requires the court to award reasonable attorney fees to a prevailing consumer 
(versus allowing the court to award reasonable attorney fees to the prevailing party in the action, under 
current law). (3) Provides that an individual action or a class action may be brought under the act with respect 
to transactions involving the lease of real estate, notwithstanding the act's exemption from such suits for 
consumer transactions in real property. (4) Removes the act's exemption from individual actions or class 
actions under the act for violations of the federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. (5) Amends the provision 
concerning prerequisites to bringing an individual action or a class action under the act to provide that a 
consumer's written notice of a deceptive act to the supplier in the consumer transaction: (A) must be given 
within the earliest of: (i) one year (versus six months under current law) after the initial discovery of the 
deceptive act; (ii) one year following the transaction; or (iii) any time limit of at least 30 days under any 
warranty applicable to the transaction; and (B) is sufficient under the act if the written notice is reasonably 
calculated to provide notice of the general nature of the deceptive act and the resulting damages. (6) Amends 
the provision concerning the statute of limitations for actions brought under the act to provide that such 
actions may not be brought more than six years (versus two years under current law) after the occurrence of 
the deceptive act.  1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
 
HB1223 EXPUNGEMENT AND SCHOOLS (MAYFIELD P) Allows disclosure of expunged records to a school in 
connection with the employment of a person likely to have contact with a student. 
SB255 EXPUNGEMENT (FREEMAN A) Permits expungement of expungeable felony convictions if the convicted 
person meets certain requirements and has not been convicted of another felony (under current law, 
"another crime") within a specified time period. 
1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Corrections and Criminal Law 
 
 
Family Law 
HB1194 CHILD CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME (JUDY C) Provides that if a court in a paternity or child 
custody proceeding does not award joint legal custody or joint physical custody of a child, the court shall enter 
findings of fact and conclusions of law citing clear and convincing evidence that awarding joint legal custody or 
joint physical custody is unreasonable and not in the best interest of the child. Provides for a court in a 
proceeding to modify custody to consider any substantial changes in the facts underlying a previous court 
decision not to award joint legal custody or joint physical custody. Provides that in allocating parenting time, 
there is a rebuttable presumption that it is in the best interests of the child for parenting time to be allocated 
equally or nearly equally between the child's custodial parent and the child's noncustodial parent. Provides 
that a finding by the court that a history of child abuse or neglect exists with respect to the child is sufficient to 
rebut the presumption. 1/7/2021 - Referred to House Judiciary 
1/7/2021 - Coauthored by Representatives VanNatter and Lindauer 
 HB1248 PHYSICAL CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME (VANNATTER H) Adds a rebuttable presumption in child 
custody proceedings that: (1) joint physical custody is in the best interests of the child; and (2) equal parenting 
time is in the best interests of the child. Provides that the default joint physical custody or parenting time 
schedule is to alternate weekly physical custody of the child, unless the parents submit an alternative schedule 
that is approved by the court. 
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SB318 CUSTODY AND PARENTING TIME (GARTEN C) Provides that there is a presumption, rebuttable by a 
preponderance of the evidence, that: (1) joint physical custody is in the best interests of a child; and (2) 
equally shared parenting time is in the best interests of a child. Provides, for purposes of each presumption, 
that the presumption does not apply if a parent of the child has requested or been granted a protective order 
against the other parent on behalf of the child. Amends the factors a court must consider when making a 
physical custody determination. Requires a court that finds that equally shared parenting time is not in the 
best interests of the child to order a parenting time schedule that maximizes the time each parent spends with 
the child without endangering the child's physical health and well-being or significantly impairing the child's 
emotional health.  /12/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
 
HB1237 HEALTH CARE ADVANCE DIRECTIVES (YOUNG J) Allows an individual to make a health care advance 
directive that gives instructions or expresses preferences or desires concerning any aspect of the individual's 
health care or health information and to designate a health care representative to make health care decisions 
and receive health information for the individual. Consolidates definitions of "life prolonging procedures". 
Requires the state department of health to prepare a sample advance directive. Provides that the 
appointment of a representative or attorney in fact to consent to health care that was legally executed before 
January 1, 2023, is valid as executed. Requires that, before a health care provider may provide care to a minor, 
the health care provider shall make a reasonable effort to contact the minor's parent or guardian for consent 
to provide treatment, and document each attempt. Adds definitions of "notarial officer", "observe", "present", 
and "telephonic interaction" to allow a mentally competent declarant to sign an advance directive by using 
technology to interact in real time with a notarial officer or with two attesting witnesses. Provides for remote 
witnessing or signing of separate paper counterparts that are assembled later into a complete composite 
paper advance directive. Provides that if, after the health care provider has made a reasonable attempt to 
contact the minor's parent or guardian and either: (1) the provider is unable to make contact; or (2) the parent 
or guardian refuses to provide consent; the provider shall act in the manner that is in the best interest of the 
minor. Provides that the new health care directive provisions do not affect the consent provisions concerning 
abortion or a minor's medical or hospital care and treatment with respect to the minor's pregnancy, delivery, 
or postpartum care. Provides that an attending advanced practice registered nurse or physician assistant may 
perform the same functions and have the same responsibilities as an attending physician for purposes of an 
out of hospital do not resuscitate declaration. Adds cross-references. Makes conforming changes. Makes 
technical changes. 
  
SB66 ADOPTION SUBSIDIES (NIEZGODSKI D, Jon Ford) Prohibits the department of child services 
(department), a licensed child placing agency, or a court from considering the following when determining the 
suitability of a prospective adoptive parent: (1) The eligibility of the prospective adoptive parent to receive 
adoption assistance payments or an adoption subsidy. (2) The amount of the adoption assistance payments or 
adoption subsidy for which the prospective adoptive parent qualifies. Requires, with certain exceptions, that 
the department: (1) enter into an agreement with each adoptive parent of a child with special needs who is 
eligible for an adoption subsidy to provide an adoption subsidy for the child; and (2) allocate to the adoption 
assistance account funds necessary to make the adoption subsidy payments. Prohibits the department from 
terminating an adoption subsidy agreement with an adoptive parent due to a lack of sufficient funds in the 
adoption assistance account. Provides that the amount of adoption subsidy payments may not be less than an 
amount equal to 50% of the amount that would be payable by the department for the monthly cost of care of 
the adopted child in a foster family home at the time that: (1) the adoption subsidy agreement is made; or (2) 
the subsidy is payable under the terms of the agreement; whichever is greater. Makes conforming changes. 
1/11/2021 - Committee Report do pass adopted; reassigned to Committee on Appropriations 
1/11/2021 - Senate Committee recommends passage Yeas: 8; Nays: 0 
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SB268 EXPIRATION OF CONTACT PREFERENCE FORMS (YOUNG M) Allows the contact preference form of a 
birth parent to expire on the birth parent's death. Eliminates the use of contact preference forms for 
adoptions finalized after June 30, 2021. Makes conforming changes.  1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
 
SB289 PARENTHOOD (TOMES J) Specifies that a birth certificate must record the names of a child's biological 
parents. Specifies that if the biological parents are unknown, that the names of the presumptive parents 
determined under law must be recorded. Removes provisions using the age of a child at the time of the 
alleged father's death that govern when a paternity action must be filed for inheritance purposes. Repeals the 
statement that the general assembly favors the policy of establishing the paternity of a child born out of 
wedlock under IC 31-14. Provides that the policy of the state of Indiana is that a child's biological parents are 
the child's legal parents unless and until the child is adopted. Specifies certain rights and duties of biological 
parents. Provides that a child born out of wedlock during the lifetime of the alleged father may file a paternity 
action for purposes of inheritance on the child's paternal side: (1) during the lifetime of the alleged father; or 
(2) not later than five months after the death of the alleged father. Resolves a conflict between the probate 
law and the paternity action law in favor of the probate law by specifying that a child born out of wedlock 
after the death of the alleged father may file a paternity action for purposes of inheritance on the child's 
paternal side not more than 11 months after the death of the alleged father. Provides that to presume that a 
man is a child's biological father in the context of a marriage or attempted marriage between the man and the 
child's biological mother both the man and the child's biological mother must affirm under penalty of perjury 
that they believe the man to be the child's biological father. Provides the following concerning maternity and 
the rights and obligations of birth mothers: (1) That a woman who gives birth to a child is presumed to be the 
child's biological mother. (2) That the presumption of maternity is overcome through a blood or genetic test 
indicating that another woman is the biological mother of the child. (3) That a birth mother cannot disclaim 
maternity unless another woman comes forward and proves biological maternity. (4) That a birth mother who 
is not the biological mother of the child has the right to petition the court for visitation of the child. 
1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
 
SB326 CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION OF AN INCARCERATED PARENT (PERFECT C) Specifies that, in the 
absence of other changing circumstances, incarceration is not presumed to constitute a change in 
circumstances so substantial and continuing as to make the terms of a child support order unreasonable. 
Specifies that the burden is upon the party seeking a modification of the child support order to show that a 
party's incarceration is a changed circumstance so substantial and continuing as to make the terms of the 
order unreasonable.   1/11/2021 - Referred to Senate Judiciary 
  
  
 
    
 


